Installing And Using UMS 7.5.0
Version 01B	30.05.20

NOTE: There may be some differences in later or earlier versions, but the generic actions and requirements should still apply.
DOWNLOAD
Download the latest file from https://www.universalmediaserver.com/.
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Click the version to open a forum support page.
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Click ‘official mirrors’.
[image: ]
Select an option site to download from.
Beware of downloading something else from the links and options provided on the chosen site!
INSTALL
Disable your virus checker and unblock your firewall.
Ensure you do not have AVISynth installed and uninstall it if you have.
Install using the downloaded exe file using the following options:
(Although provided, using different options may prevent UMS from working correctly and receive negative feedback from the forum, about your choices!)
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Click ‘Next >’
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Do not use the default location or UMS will not install correctly.
Choose your new location and Click ‘Next >’.
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Do not change anything and click ‘Install’.
[image: ]
Click ‘Yes’ to install/reinstall.
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Click ‘I Agree’.
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Do not make any changes and click ‘Next >’.
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Choose a sub folder for the UMS installation folder you have chosen previously. Click ‘Install’.
NOTE: Although you may not require AVISynth it is best to install it at this stage. It is a small file and if you require it later you will have to reinstall UMS with this option.
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Click ‘Finish’.
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Uncheck ‘Run Universal Media Server’ and click ‘Finish’.
You don’t want to run it until you have rebooted and connected your equipment.
Restore your anti virus and firewall.
Reboot your system.

FIRST TIME USE / CONFIGURATION WIZARD
Before running UMS for the first time, ensure all the devices that UMS will connect to for streaming media are on and running. These will include equipment such as TV’s and drives containing media to be streamed.
Open UMS by selecting the option.
Make sure you do not use the (Select Profile) option as this will cause problems!
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If you get this prompt then the installation has not been successful. Most probably because you have used the default installation location!
Uninstall and keep retrying until you get the next screen at start: [image: ]
Note: Do not deviate from the configuration wizard procedure or close and go back to it at any time, or you will have created more than one instance of UMS which stops it working correctly!
Select your preferred language then click ‘Select’
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Minimised refers to the mode at starting. If you want it to pop up each time it starts, select ‘No’, else select ‘Yes’.
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Select your system configuration.
NOTE: Wireless is the worst way of streaming due to limited speed and drop outs. If you are able create a wired system. Select your option.
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Select ‘No’ as without the advanced settings you are not able to make transcoding changes which the whole point of UMS!
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Select ‘Yes’ as this can speed up things when you are up and running.
Note: Although the files are supposedly scanned, due to a legacy issue displaying the scanned content on your media device requires an update of the data each and every time which takes time to complete.
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As you are not able to continue until a folder has been chosen go ahead and select anything for now. It is easy to change or delete the folder and set up multiple folders once UMS is running.
[image: ]
Click ‘Save’ to use the system default option.

You should now have UMS up and running.
It will either open or appear in the task bar depending upon which minimised option you selected.
[image: ]
Note: You may have to amend the Windows taskbar settings to get the icon to display.
Double click the icon to open the interface.
WARNING: UMS will only work correctly when one instance is running. If you ever have more than one icon in the taskbar you will have to manually close them all and start again with one instance.



SETTINGS
STATUS TAB
[image: ]
This displays the equipment that UMS has detected.
Left click an item to open the device settings:[image: ]
In this case UMS has determined the default configuration (conf) file to use for the device.
If you wish to change the configuration to a different option see the later section’ Changing The Conf File’.
In this instance the IP address is shown for each device.
I do not know if UMS is able to determine the device using dynamic IP (an IP address method that can change the allocated numbering of each device).
I prefer to allocate each of my devices to static IP address which I did before installing UMS. This affords me better control and setting up of the devices on my wired network with many items connected. As the method differs, according to the operating system, type of connection and type of server, you will need to find out how to do this for your own system.
I do not know what changing the IP address after the initial setup will do to the device selection.
I do not know what the ‘Controls’ section does.



LOGS TAB
[image: ]
This records the actions of UMS as they occur.
Should you develop a problem then contact the forum at https://www.universalmediaserver.com/forum/ (after first setting up an account) with the debug log.
To create a debug log click ‘Create Trace Logs’ 
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Click ‘Yes’
UMS will automatically close then reopen with all tabs now displaying [TRACE].
The ‘Create TRACE Logs’ button will have changed to ‘Pack Debug Files. Click it.
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Click ‘Zip selected files’ and save the zip file to a preferred location.
In the forum, you can then attach the zip file to your query.
Note: If you raise a query and don’t attach the zip file you may incur the wrath of those replying to your query!


GENERAL SETTINGS TAB
[image: ]
This is shown in the ‘Advanced Options’ mode selected earlier.
General Settings
‘Server name’ is the name that appears on your streaming device for the UMS media. Shortening the default makes it easier to read on some devices.
‘Start minimised to system tray’ option applies the icon to the taskbar instead of opening directly.
‘Start with Windows’ option pre-installs the icon on the taskbar after reboot.
‘Enable splash screen’ announces UMS after you have selected it to start. You should not need to do this.
‘Run the configuration wizard’ goes through the five step first setup options again. You should not need to do this.
‘Only run a single instance of UMS’ should prevent more than one instance running at a time, which causes problems. As this is critical to the functioning of UMS I am surprised it can be turned off! In any case it doesn’t appear to work as you can have more than one instance running at the same time, so beware of getting into this state! Check your icon count!
Network settings (advanced)
These are only available in the advanced view mode and related to how UMS communicates with other devices. Normally port 5001 is not used, but if it is you will have to change this to another value. Check with your system and firewall if UMS doesn’t appear to work with remote devices over your intranet.
Advanced HTTP and system settings
These are only available in the advanced view mode and should not be changed unless instructed by forum feedback.
NAVIGATION SETTINGS TAB
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Thumbnails
These relate to how the media appears on your streaming device.
As the display may vary between devices the best thing to do is try them and see what you like best.
File sorting / naming
These relate to how the media files appear on your streaming device.
As the display may vary between devices the best thing to do is try them and see what you like best.
Virtual folders / files
‘Enable the media library’ creates a list of media options similar to how they appear in the web interface. Uncheck if you don’t want your media to be categorised with additional folders.
‘Show the ‘#--TRANSCODE--#’ folder displays an additional transcode folder to each media folder. This enables individual media playback to be selected using the various transcode options available. If your media does not play correctly, this can help identify the transcoding option that is giving problems. It is best to leave checked until you get UMS working the way you want it.
‘Enable video resuming’ adds a new folder with virtual copies of the played media stored at the previous stopping point. Other media streamers allow you to continue from the stored settings, but USM doesn’t store that data. Instead, if you want to resume playback from the last stopping point you will need to access the media from the resuming folder.
‘Fully played action’ allows you to undertake specific actions after playing the media.


SHARED CONTENT TAB
[image: ]
The default user folder used in the configuration setup is displayed.
Change the folders to represent your particular media options that UMS will stream by using the icons above the folder list.
I have found that this list needs to be complete the first time. There appears to be an issue if you subsequently make changes with those changes not appearing on your streamed devices. In the meantime this can be overcome by a workaround.
The ‘Scan shared folders on startup’ forces UMS to scan the folder and contents at start up.
Other streamers use this information to create a log file to speed up streamed access and file listing. UMS does not appear to utilise a file system of any sort. As the information is not logged for use and as accessing the folders over streamed devices forces an update each time the folder is selected, while taking time do so, it appears to serve no purpose.
The ‘Monitor played status of files’ appears to update the file list somehow, but exactly I can’t be sure.
The web content can be left or all deleted if you only stream using your intranet system.
There is a problem if you delete all the content it automatically repopulates.


TRANSCODING SETTINGS TAB
[image: ]
You can only view the options in advanced mode.
Most devices have a limit to the types and format of media they can play. Transcoding is what happens to the file you are trying to play when your device isn’t capable of playing that file. eg Playing 2160p 4k movie on a 1080p device. The movie is transcoded (converted to the required format) on the fly according to the settings in the conf file allocated to the device in the STATUS TAB. The more work the transcoding engine has to undertake the more work your pc has to do. This may result in playback stuttering depending upon your pc capability and connection type.
Common Transcode Settings
These are add-in files that perform the transcoding (AVISynth was added as part of the install).
The more transcoding options you have the more options appear in the Transcode folder, see NAVIGATION SETTINGS TAB.
You can change the settings for each type by clicking on it.
As FFmpeg is the industry standard for transcoding used by all streaming software, this is the one most used.
General settings
You should leave these unless instructed to use them by the forum.
Video settings
You should leave these unless instructed to use them by the forum.


Audio settings
[image: ]
A lot of devices do not deal with the latest audio modes DTS, DTSHD TRUEHD, Atmos etc. and these are commonly transcoded.
The functionality of the options and how they relate to the transcoding is unknown.
‘Audio language priority’ decides which media audio file is used where some formats eg MKV have multiple audio tracks in different languages or modes.. Hovering your mouse over the edit box provides further information should you wish to change the settings.
Subtitles settings
[image: ]
You should leave these unless instructed to use them by the forum.


HELP TAB
[image: ]
General help regarding certain aspects of network equipment, streaming, transcoding etc.
Most of the information is out of date and relates to Playstation PS3 which was what the original software was for before branching out to cover other devices.
It also includes assistance on how to install UMS which you first have to install to get to read: hence this file!
It does have some useful information and it is advisable to read this before trying to run UMS in earnest or getting forum feedback.


ABOUT TAB
[image: ]
Provides the installed version and build number for UMS as well as technical links.

WEB INTERFACE
[image: ]
Click this icon to open an interface in your web browser from which you can play your media.
It provides more sorting for files etc than the basic interface.
NOTE: Depending upon your configuration, you may need to activate advanced setting sot get this working.


RESTART SERVER
[image: ]
This should normally be blue.
Whenever you make changes to the settings this will change to red.
[image: ]
Click the red icon.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After clicking it will turn grey for a few seconds while the server restarts and changes the status to blue.

QUIT
[image: ]
Click the icon to immediately close UMS.
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Universal Media Server (US) is a DLIA compliant UPnP Media Server. Originally written to support the PlayStation 3, it has been expanded to
support a range of other media renderers, including Xbox 360 and various televisions and media centers. Written in Java, it streams or
transcodes many different media formats with minimum configuration from many platforms. It is supported by the MPIayer and FFmpeg packages.

More comprenensive information and guides can be found in the UMS Wiki
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Download:

‘Windows, mac0s and Linux: Our front page or our official mirrors.
Docker: docker pull universalmediaserver/ums




